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Curios  and  Relics 

Tools 

Surgeon's  Field  Instrument 

Case 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


The  Lifesaving  Tools 
of  a  Surgeons  Field  Kit 


Using  the  instruments  below,  a  surgeon 
could  remove  a  mangled  limb  in  15  minutes. 
After  anesthetizing  the  patient  with  ether  or 
chloroform,  he  cut  off  the  flow  of  blood  to  the 
wounded  area  with  a  tourniquet,  cut  away 
skin  and  tissue  with  scalpels  and  amputating 


knives,  scraped  the  bone  clean  with  a  raspa- 
tor  and  severed  it  with  a  surgical  saw.  Grasp- 
ing the  blood  vessels  with  a  tenaculum,  he 
tied  them  off  with  silk  thread,  smoothed 
the  stump  with  a  gouging  forceps  and  su- 
tured the  flaps  closed. 
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ACCESSION  NO.    dASSIFICAnON  CODE   

f 

^lASSIFICATION  

OBJECT  NME    Surgeon's  Instrument  Case   OBJECT  DATE      ca  1860  

j/E^KER         Wade  &  Ford  

IDCATION                               ,  Npt.t  YnrVi^     {D^tA ^  -  €^V5^  -        >  cSi(^^  ^\  ^/fO\~'   f^^-A.-  '- 
I'CVIERIAE/TECHNI^JJE    Rosewood  veneer,  brass,  steel,  canvas,  chamois,  silk,  cotton  velvet 
SIZE  (H  X  W  X  D,  H  X  DIAM. ,  etc.)   ,  


ASSOCIATION   

( 


DESCRIPTION         Hinged  rosewood  veneer  case,  brass  inlaid  corners,  with  latch  for  missing  key, 

USA 

Cover  bears  inlaid  brass  plate  2"x5/8"  with  engraved  legend  Army*Dept. 

lined  with  purple  cotton  velvet,  with  compartments  and  indentations  with  clips  to  hold 

instruments  in  place.     Red  Oval  Label  glued  to  inside  of  cover:     Wade  &  Ford,   35  Fulton  St  NY 

Containing  19  surgical  instruments  described  as  follows:  

Six  instruments  in  lid,  held  in  place  by  steel  clips 

1.  Saw,  steel  blade,  brass  spine,  wood  handle  painted  black,  overall  length  12?"  3?"  wide 

largest  spread  of  handle 

2.  Saw,  steel  blade,  circular  at  one  end,   triangular  at  the  other,  brass  spindle,  

overall  length  62",  with  3|"  painted  wood  handle 

3.  6|"L  elongated  "s"  shaped  steel,  incised  ^"  at  ends  

4.  8  3/4"  L  X  ^"  W  Steel  plier-clip,  handles  incised  diamond  shaped, 

 engraved  words  at  hinge:         CODMA  TLETT  

NOCTON 

5.  4"  wood  handle,  painted  black,  then  varnished,  with  hole  at  center,  hole  round  at  one  side 
and  square  at  the  other 

lABEIS/MARKS   

6.  42"xl"  brass  rod  with  round,  scored  spiral  steel  end  with  sharp  edges,  hollow, fitted  with 
 steel  flat  screw  apparatus  which  permits  extension  and  retraction  of  sharp  pointed  steel 

(also  has  brass  screw  at  other  end  to  accomodate  wooden  handle  described  above) 

 Thirteen  instruments  in  bottom  of  case  ^^i  — 

An  Irregular  compartment  with  cover,  purple  cotton  velvet  with  flap,  containing: 
CONDITION  

7 .  34"  twisted  silk  thread 

8.  Triangular  piece  chamois  4^"L  x  3  3/8"  W  

9.  Straight  needle  lJ"L 

SOURCE    10.     Curved  Needle  1  3/8"L  

11.     Black  headed  straight  pin  1^"L 

REFERENCES      In  another  compartment  (triangular)  no  lid:  

Tourniquet  clamp  or  press,  brass,  screw  type,  with  32"  L  x  li"W  Canvas  tape  intertwined 

8/6/91    among  clamps.     Tape  has  brass  buckle  li"Xl2ATAlJ3GEEV'DATE   ,  

lj"xl"  with  tongue  fitted  with  3  teeth  &  leather 
flap  Ij"  square 

(continued) 


Surgeon's  Instrument  Case  (continued) 


In  fitted  slots  (bottom  of  case) 

6i"  L  scalpel,  steel,  with  wood  painted  handle,  blade  inscribed:  Weiss 

1/       ci'i  T   u     1  I  London 

1^.     bj     L  hook,  steel,  with  wood  painted  handle,   inscribed:     F.  Liesc 

scalpel,  steel,  with  wood  painted  handle,  blade  inscribed:     J.  Reynders  &  Co 
bt^L  all  metal  scalpel,  handle  with  1"  incised  grip 

13'|L  double  edged  steel  knife  with  painted  wood  handle,  incised:  Wade  &  Ford 
13  L  single  edged  steel  knife  with  painted  wood  handle,  incised:  Wade  &  Ford 
15  L  single  edged  steel  knife,  with  painted  wood  handle,  incised  Wade  &  Ford 
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16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 


Source:     Karen  Anderson,  Fort  Wayne 


